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Our mission
is to promote, 
coordinate,
and participate
in education,
enjoyment,
science, and
stewardship
of native
wildfl owers and
their habitats—
including
promoting
public education
of proper 
principles, 
ethics, and
methods of
landscaping
with native
wildfl owers
and associated
habitats.

At the end of June, Van Bochove’s 
Greenhouse in Kalamazoo closed down, 
after 125 years in business.

Steve Keto’s operation, Nesta Prairie 
Perennials, an integral part of and de-
pendent upon Van Bochove’s, closed 
down also, and Steve, who served as 
WAM board member and president 
from 1998  to 2002, has no defi nite 
career plans for the future.

The closing of Nesta Prairie Perennials 
is a great loss to Kalamazoo Area Wild 
Ones and to natural landscaping and 
restoration efforts in the entire region. 
Steve’s operation has become, in the 
last few years, increasingly important 
to property owners large and small, to 
consultants, and to other growers. Steve’s 
plants were vital to restoration projects 
undertaken by schools, land trusts, 
nature centers, and the DNR and other 
governmental agencies. 

Along with beautiful native plants, his 
friends and customers always carried 
away information, advice, and enthusi-
asm. Steve’s generosity often extended 
as well to discounts and donations of 
plants for school and other community 
projects.

It was a lecture by Steve that fi rst in-
spired the two of us to establish a prairie 
garden in our suburban yard, and he 
has ever since been our primary source 
of plants, knowledge, and inspiration.  

Without him we simply could not have 
done what we have, either on our own 
property, or with Kalamazoo Area Wild 
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A Garden Tour: 
Kalamazoo WILD ONES  
Actively Engage 
the Community (Part II)

 For several years now, the Kalamazoo Area Chapter of 
Wild Ones has been very active in the community, es-
tablishing native plantings on school and city properties; 
on nature preserves in the area and in cooperation with 
various agencies, including the MDEQ and EPA.  

   Chapter volunteers have established and maintained a 
plot of native plants at the city’s Crane Park, in the heart of 
Kalamazoo. Despite its small size, the plot is now certified as a 
Monarch Waystation.

   Slightly to the east of town at a private nature preserve, we 
established a small dry prairie, wetland plantings on the banks 
of a pond, and forest plantings with plants rescued from a 
woodland that is to be bulldozed for a mall. The whole parcel 
will be donated to the Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy 
and will thus be permanently protected.

   The principal work of the Community Projects Committee, 
however, has been along Axtell Creek, an urban creek which 
runs roughly parallel to a major thoroughfare leading to down-
town Kalamazoo. On the eroding banks of the creek, we have 
worked as often as possible with students at the middle school 
whose playing field is on the banks of the creek. 

   About an acre of the playing field has now been fenced off 
and was seeded last year to be returned to wet prairie, its pre-
settlement ecosystem. On part of this area, we are establish-
ing a variety of fruit-bearing shrubs in order to create better 

habitat for birds and small mammals. For these projects, we’ve 
had support from businesses, community foundations and 
organizations, and also funds.  We’ve become advisors to the 
school about its rain garden, which we now help to maintain as 
a mesic prairie garden since it’s not working very well as a rain 
garden. 

   Further down Axtell Creek we’ve replaced several areas, 
formerly planted in lawn grass, with diverse assemblages of 
wetland plants. These highly visible plantings attract a lot of 
attention, especially when the swamp rose mallow is in bloom. 
These areas are now frequented by mallards, a great blue 
heron, a green heron, killdeer, red-winged blackbirds, lots of 
frogs, muskrats, turtles, and a wonderful variety of butterflies 
and other insects. 

 These community projects, it must be admitted, are a strain 
on the chapter, and without a small core of dedicated volun-
teers, would simply  be impossible. But they raise the chapter’s 
profile in the community, bring in new members, and—still 
more important—actively engage students and other members 
of the local community.  They also help to educate the com-
munity about the role of native plants in reducing the pollution 
of air and water, the need to conserve and restore habitat for 
wildlife, and the desirability of keeping our city as green and 
liveable as possible.

Editor’s Note: Thanks to Tom and Nancy Small for 
this article about the Kalamazoo chapter of WILD 
ONES.  Do you know of a Michigan garden, 
arboretum or nature site that could be featured 
in Wildflowers? Send articles and pictures or the 
name of the site and its contact information to  
Cheryl Tolley by e-mail at <cherylt@iserv.net>.

Ones, or in our natural-landscaping projects around the area. 
We know that he has been of similar help and inspiration to a 
great many of you in the Wildflower Association of Michigan.

Steve was a speaker at the 1994, 1996, 1999, and 2007 con-
ferences. His talks have inspired many of us to “grow native.” 
Steve works tirelessly to promote WAM and native plants. 
Anyone who has asked Steve a question has received a wealth 
of information. After a conference program Steve was usu-
ally mobbed by people wanting more detailed instructions on 
how to grow natives on their piece of land. Whether he was 
speaking at Frederik Meijer Gardens, for school groups, garden 
clubs, or on his Channel 3 TV spot, he was always promot-
ing WAM, the conference and interest in our favorite native 
plants. 

Nesta Prairie Perennials loses home
Continued from column 2, page 1

After a little vacationing with his wife Carol and their two 
boys, Steve will be looking seriously for a new job. His require-
ments:  a reasonably meaningful job, with good benefits and 
security—ideally, one where he can utilize some of his skills 
and knowledge regarding native plants, animal husbandry, and 
ecology.  He would very much like to remain in the Kalamazoo 
area. Let Steve know if you have thoughts, ideas, leads, con-
tacts.   Please let fellow members of other environmental 
organizations know that Steve is looking for a job.

All of us owe Steve Keto a lot. He’s been our friend, our 
benefactor, and our inspiration. We must do our utmost to 
thank him and to keep him as a leader in the natural-landscap-
ing movement.  



�Volume 12, Number 2

Association News & Views
President’s Note Calendar

August 5, 2007
Good Earth Landscape Institute—Clarkston
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Donations $5.00
Garden tour with donations going to the Master Garden-
ers Program of Oakland County. For more information 
contact Michael Saint@goodearthlandscapellc.com or go to 
<www.goodearthlandscapllc.com> for a locator map. Phone: 
248.620.7188. 

August 17-19, 2007
Wild Ones
Mark your calendar for next year’s annual Wild Ones meeting 
and conference sponsored by the Greater Cincinnati Chapter. 
Visit: www.cincinnatibirds.com/wildones/ for more informa-
tion. Follow the link in Red. They will have programs, speak-
ers, vendors, hikes and you will have the opportunity to meet 
Wild Ones members from all over the U.S.

Wildflowers Newsletter
Copyright © 2007, Wildflower Association of 
Michigan. Wildflowers newsletter is published 
quarterly in January, April, July, and October by the 
Wildflower Association of Michigan, a volunteer-
based non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. A portion 
of your membership dues pays for your annual 
subscription to Wildflowers. 

URL: http://www.wildflowersmich.org

 ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
President:  Cheryl S.Tolley  
• E-mail: cherylt@iserv.net • Phone:  616.691.8214 
Vice President: Esther Durnwald  
• E-mail: wildflowers@voyager.net  
• Phone: 517.647.6010
Secretary:  Susan Baldyga-Grubb 
• E-mail: sbaldyga_grubb@hotmail.com 
• Phone: 517.647.7930
Treasurer and Membership Coordinator:  Jean Weirich  
• E-mail: weirichj@aol.com • Phone: 517.627.7927
Education Grant Coordinator: Robert Krueger, Ph.D.  
Grant Information Contact: Maryann Whitman  
• E-mail: maryannwhitman@comcast.net 

Layout and Design: Fuller Graphic Design, Hastings, MI

After the conference in March, I 
enjoyed some quality window time as 
Lorraine Johnson, our keynote speak-
er, suggested. It seemed the weather 
would never warm up. I was eager to 
get outside and enjoy the sights and 
sounds of spring. The Sandhill Cranes 
had returned, along with the Red-
winged blackbirds and robins. 

This year’s conference was very 
successful with approximately 300 
people attending. A big thank you to 

all of you who helped make things run smoothly, especially 
Darwyn Heme and Val Reed for taking care of all the audio-
video details, and Ray Rustem for the Educators’ Workshop. 
We honored our past presidents at the birthday bash celebrat-
ing 20 years; it was a pleasure to see them again. I enjoyed the 
programs I was able to attend and hope you learned something 
new this year. Our Secretary, Susan Baldyga-Grubb, is review-
ing the evaluations. We will be taking that information and 
your suggestions and using them for next year. 

I also want to thank all of you who worked at the Lansing 
Home and Garden Show. WAM has had a booth there for 
several years and it is always a lot of fun talking with people and 
sharing ideas with those interested in native plants. I met the 
young woman from the Kellogg Center who made the birthday 
cake for our 20th anniversary. She had been listening during 
the conference and was excited to start planting natives in her 
own yard. 

Well, you have to be careful what you wish for. In March and 
April we were all hoping for warmer weather and our wishes 
were granted in the extreme. Spring came and went in what 
seems like a couple of weeks. My natives have not required as 
much supplemental watering as some of my ornamental plant-
ings, but everything has been dry and it seems to me things are 
blooming much earlier than normal. 

Since the conference our new newsletter editor, Julie Feutz, 
has resigned. We will miss her enthusiasm and eagerness to 
learn about natives. Marji Fuller has graciously agreed to help 
with this edition of the newsletter.

The most exciting news I have for you is that our new direc-
tors, Suzie Knoll and Chad Hughson have been busy updating 
our Website and based on what I have seen so far, it is fabulous.
The new redesigned WAM Website will be open 9-1-07. 
Much more information will be available in an easier to use 
format. We are also going to be publishing the newsletter on 
the website as many other organizations are doing. We will be 
asking you to indicate if you prefer a copy mailed to you or if 
you can access it on the web. 

Cheryl Tolley, President     

Cheryl Tolley, 
President
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Some of you were lucky enough to hear 
Mariette Nowak’s excellent presenta-
tion, “Gardening with Native Plants to 
Attract Birds,” at the Wildfl ower Con-
ference this year. Fortunately for us all, 
and for all Midwestern bird and native-
plant lovers, her book—BIRDSCAP-
ING IN THE MIDWEST:  A Guide to 
Gardening with Native Plants to Attract 
Birds (336 pp.)—has now been published. 
I’ve just read it, and it’s wonderful:  de-
lightful to read and simply packed with 
helpful information about plants, birds, 
and other wildlife. It’s a beautiful and 
inspiring book you ought to have in your 
library.

 To obtain a copy, get in touch with 
Mariette Nowak by e-mail (mmnowak@
wi.rr.com) or by regular mail:  N9053 
Swift Lake Dr., East Troy, WI 53120.  The 
price of the book is $27, plus a $4 order 
charge, plus $1 per book shipping and 
handling charge.

Birdscaping in 
the Midwest by 
Mariette Nowak 
is now available

by Nancy C. Small

What the Experts Say about Bird-
scaping in the Midwest: A Guide 
to Gardening with Native Plants 
to Attract Birds

By Mariette Nowak

“This excellent guide to bird gardening in the 
Midwestern states provides abundant detail 
about how to improve the quality of back-
yard habitats through examples and practi-
cal plans. Mariette Nowak demonstrates 
that even small steps can improve local bird 
habitat in meaningful ways. More regions 
need detailed handbooks such as this. This 
book will also be of interest to those in the 
northeastern states.”

                —Stephen Kress, Vice-
President of Bird Conservation, National 
Audubon Society

“I am greatly impressed—nay, practically 
overwhelmed—with the job that the author 
has done…This is a remarkable, comprehen-
sive, and accessible work of synthesis, cer-
tain to be of signifi cant value to home and 
property owners throughout the Midwest.
  —Jerry Minnich, author of 
The Wisconsin Garden Guide

“Mariette Nowak has done an exceptional 
job of providing gardeners with a wonder-
ful new book that incorporates two special 
elements into a northern gardening theme: 
Birds and Native Plants. As people have 
discovered the joys of gardening with native 
plants in the Midwest, they have also discov-
ered the enhanced value of their gardens for 
attracting birds to their backyards. Mariette 
shares her vast experiences with gardening 
to help with planning gardens that range 
from prairie to woodland plant themes, and 
provides additional information for providing 
ponds and rain gardens. The plant lists are 
excellent references for selecting the right 
plants for the right purpose. This book is 
a mother lode of information that will help 
gardeners—from beginners to Master—their 
yards to life not only with fruits and fl owers 
of native plants but an abundance of bird life 
and natural beauty.”  

 —Carroll Henderson, Min-
nesota DNR and author of Landscaping for 
Wildlife.

“This guide to landscaping for birds is as 
much a guide to reconnecting people with 
the natural world as it is to providing habitat 
for birds. The great detail of information on 
plant/bird relationships will go a long way to 
benefi ting birds and native plant species, as 
well as a multitude of other wildlife.” 

 —Jim Steffen, Ecologist, 
Chicago Botanic Garden

“I am heartened to see that some one 
amongst us has perceived the grim empti-
ness in contemporary landscapes, replete 
with their drug-dependent rugs, lollipop 
trees, and poodle shrubs, places bereft of 
birds, wild fl owers, and children at play. Here 
is a book that seeks to bring life and living 
things back to places where we live and play, 
or work or pray. Perhaps it will help shift our 
infrastructural aesthetic from one of neurotic 
control, corporate sterility, and profl igate 
use of water to one of vitality, diversity, and 

sustainability---to begin to hold dear places 
where birds can fl it and sing, fl owers can 
bloom and blow, and children can indulge 
the sweetness of play and imagination.”
 —Gerould Wilhelm, bota-
nist, grandfather and coauthor of Plants of 
the Chicago Region

“This book will interest many people, who 
will benefi t from understanding the connec-
tion between plants and birds. It provides 
a guide to land owners with an interest 
in helping birds and makes a connection 
between urbanites and nature.”
 —Randy Hoffman, Bureau 
of Endangered Resources, Wisconsin DNR 
and author of Wisconsin’s Natural Commu-
nities

Author Mariette Nowak was director 
of Wehr Nature Center of the Milwaukee 
County Parks System for eighteen years.  
Now retired, she is a board member of 
the Wisconsin Society of Ornithology and 
former national vice-president of Wild Ones: 
Native Plants, Natural Landscapes.

Mariette Nowak 
N9053 Swift Lake Dr. 
East Troy, WI. 53120  
www.mmnowak@wi.rr.com 
262-642-2352

Can you identify this plant? It is a 
common bush but had me stumped 
because of the “buds.” It is a wil-
low with galls caused by a tiny 
insect. —Marji Fuller
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If the landscaping in your yard includes milkweeds, especially 
Common Milkweed (Asclepias syriaca), and a variety of flow-
ering, nectar-providing plants, your yard likely qualifies as a 
Monarch Waystation. Monarch Watch, a Monarch butterfly 
conservation organization, is promoting the Monarch Way-
station concept as a way to stem the loss of Monarch habitat 
brought on by urban sprawl, Roundup Ready® crops, and 
roadside management.

It is very easy to certify your Monarch Waystation by going 
online at <http://www.MonarchWatch.org/ws>.  And remem-
ber that the nectar flowers mentioned on the application form 
are geared for people who don’t have good access to native 
plants. Put down all your native wildflowers and Monarch 
Watch will be impressed. After all, our native insects have 
evolved with our native plants. 

If your yard does not yet meet the criteria for certification, 
use the guidelines to enhance your landscaping so that it will 
qualify in a year or two. 

A recent analysis of the 1,318 Waystations so far registered, 
Michigan and Texas are tied for the highest number at 121. So 
register your yard and LET’S BEAT  TEXAS!

Ilse Gebhard
6450 N. 2nd St.
Kalamazoo MI 49009
269-375-7210

Editor’s Note:
There is a $12 non-refund-
able fee to have your site 
certified as a Monarch 
Waystation. You can use 
the secure on-line registra-
tion form or download 
a pdf file to print and 
fill out. You will receive 
a packet of information 
along with a certificate and 
site number stating you 
have a certified Monarch 
Waystation.

Once you have a certified waystation, you can purchase the 
above metal sign to post in your yard or garden. 

Protect Monarch Butterfly Habitat with Waystations

MONARCH WAYSTATION  
CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

If your monarch habitat site meets or exceeds the 
general description of a Monarch Waystation set 
forth below, your site may be certified and regis-
tered. Upon certification your site will be included 
in the international Monarch Waystation Registry, 
an online listing of Monarch Waystations, and you 
will be awarded a certificate bearing your name and 
your site’s unique Monarch Waystation ID number. 
You will also become eligible to purchase a weath-
erproof Monarch Waystation sign to display at your 
site, indicating that you have created a habitat for 
monarch butterflies.  

Size. There is no upper limit for the size of a Mon-
arch Waystation, but approximately 15 square yards 
(135 sq feet) should be considered the minimum 
area required for an effective Monarch Waystation. 
A suitable monarch habitat can be easily integrated 
with an existing garden.

Exposure. Butterflies and butterfly plants need 
lots of sun; therefore, monarch habitats need to be 
located in an area that receives at least six hours of 
sun a day.
Drainage and Soil type.  Milkweeds and nectar 
plants will do best in relatively light (low-clay) soils. 
Good drainage is needed to avoid root rot and pro-
vide good aeration of the roots. 

Milkweed Plants.  To maximize the utilization of 
your habitat by monarchs, it is desirable to cultivate 
a number of milkweed species. It is useful to have 
at least 10 plants of two or more species. However, 
if you have a large number of plants (10 or more) 
of one species, you will increase the possibilities 
that monarchs will utilize your property for a longer 
period during the breeding season.

Nectar Plants.  Monarchs, other butterflies, and 
numerous pollinators need nectar. By providing nec-
tar sources that bloom sequentially during the sea-
son (or continuously) as many butterfly plants do, 
your Monarch Waystation can provide resources for 
monarchs throughout the breeding season and the 
migration in the fall. A Monarch Waystation should 
contain at least 4 plants (annual or perennial) that 
provide nectar for butterflies.

In addition to the above characteristics for a 
Monarch Waystation, you should also have a plan 
to sustain the monarch habitat. You can get an idea 
of what we consider to be sustainable management 
practices from the questions posed on the applica-
tion form.

Graphics are from 
www.MonarchWatch.org/ws
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Business & Organization Member Directory

Ada Township Parks Dept. 
Wendy Tatar, P.O. Box 370 Ada, MI 49301. 
Ph. 616-676-0520. E-mail: 
parkwendy@ada.mi.us. Ada Township 
Park’s 57 acres offer a variety of out door 
activities. In addition to many facilities, both 
paved and rustic trails meander through 
fields, forest, ponds and arboretum.

Ann Arbor Parks, NAP Div. 
Dave Borneman, 1831 Traver Rd. Ann 
Arbor, MI 48105. Ph. 734-996-3266. 
E-mail: dborneman@ ci.annarbor.mi.us 
Native Plant and Your Landscape & 
Natural Areas brochures for Southeast 
Michigan. 

Benzie Conservation District
Mary Pitcher, PO Box 408, Beulah MI 
49617. Ph. 231.882.4391  
Fax. 231.882.9767. E-mail: marypitcher@
charterinternet.com.

Better Finds Llc
Fouch Bugenske, 2749 Schemm St. 
Saginaw, MI 48602. Ph. 989-980-6228. 
E-mail: miwildflowers@charter.net  A 
licensed grower of specimen & architec-
tural grade native Michigan perennials & 
ferns. Provides site evaluation, rescue, and 
replanting. 

Brian Zimmerman & Associates 
Brian Zimmerman, 434 Monroe St. 
Traverse City, MI 49684. Ph. 231-929-
7400. E-mail: buz206@aol.com. 

Creekside Herbs & Art 
Wendy Wagoner, 752 N. Blindline Rd. 
Cedarville, MI 49719. Ph. 906-484-2415 
Fax: 906-484-2631. E-mail: creekside@
cedarville.net Family-owned business who 
strives to provide education, market hand 
crafted items by local artisans, and supply 
earth friendly products. Michigan plants 
and artisans when available. 
< www.TheEnchantedForest.com www.
creekside-herbs.com> 

David Borneman Llc 
David Borneman, 1123 Mixtwood St. Ann 
Arbor, MI 48103. Ph. 734-994-3475. Fax: 
734-994-3650. E-mail: davidborneman@
yahoo.com Ecological restoration services, 
specializing in prescribed burns. 
<www.restoringnaturewithfire.com> 

Designs By Nature 
Vern Stephens, 9874 Chadwick, Laings-
burg, MI 48848. Ph. 517-651-6502 E-mail: 
designsbynature@hotmail.com.
Provides natural landscaping, design and 
consulting, environmental education, habi-
tat management planning, and Michigan 
native wildflowers and grasses.

Edison Environmental Science Academy 
Julia Kirkwood, 924 Russell St., Kalamazoo 
MI 49001. Ph. 269-337-0550. E-mail: 
kirkpap@yahoo.com. K-6 public magnet 
school in partnership with the Kalamazoo 
Nature Center providing an integrated 
environmental science curriculum in three 
science labs, a year-round greenhouse, 
and many different outdoor learning areas. 

Fertile Crescent Nursery 
Leila Bradfield, 8110 West ML Ave., 
Kalamazoo MI 49009. Ph. 269-372-1598. 

Flushing Township Nature Park 
Thomas Enright, 6524 N. Seymour Rd., 
Flushing MI 48433. Ph. 810-639-6161  
Fax: 810-659-4212. E-mail: ftnp@usol.com. 

Gaia Grass
Jean and Craig Weirich, 3947 E. St. Jo-
seph, Grand Ledge MI 48837. Ph. 517. 
627.7927, Fax 517.622.5918, E-mail: jean 
@gaiagrassw.com <www.gaiagrass.com>

Geum Services, Inc. 
Steve Allen, PO Box 035, Richland MI 
49083. Ph. 269-370-0150. E-mail: ste-
vea@prairiesmoke.com. Geum Services 
Inc. is a full service ecological consulting 
company offering services to individuals, 
organizations, communities and business-
es with the hope that through education 
and stewardship, we can assist in creating 
a better environment for all.

Good Earth Landscape Institute, Llc 
Michael A. Saint, 6126 Snowapple 
Clarkston, MI 48346. Ph. 248-620-7188. 
E-mail: michaelsaint@ Goodearthlandsca-
pellc.com. Promoting organic gardening, 
soil and water conservation, the use and 
preservation of native plants, the attraction 
of beneficial insects, and the support of 
Michigan Nurseries. 
<www.goodearthlandscapellc.com> 

Green Works Development, Llc 
Spencer Cooreman, 2360 E. Delhi Rd., 
Ann Arbor MI 48103. Ph. 734.355.0884 
Fax. 734.663.0588. E-mail: cooreman@
ameritech.net

Huron-manistee National Forest 
Pat Ruta-McGhan, Box D, 650 N.  
Michigan Ave., Baldwin MI 49304.  
Ph. 231-745-4631 Fax: 231-745-2345.  
E-mail: pruta@fs.fed.us. 

J.F.New Native Plant Nursery 
Dave Nicholson, 11181 Marwill Ave., West 
Olive MI 49460. Ph. 616-847-1680 Fax: 
616-847-9970. E-mail: dnicholson@jfnew.
com. Providing high quality environmental 
services while positively impacting the 
conservation of natural resources through 
prosperity and stewardship. <www.jfnew.com> 

JZ Environmental 
Janet Knaffla, P.O. Box 776, Marquette MI 
49855. Ph. 877-JZE-4223. Environmental 
construction, management, and monitor-
ing. <jzenvironmnetal.com> 

Kalamazoo Nature Center 
Sarah Reding, 7000 N. Westnedge Ave., 
Kalamazoo MI 49009. Ph. 269-381-1574 
E-mail: sreding@ naturecenter.org. A non-
profit organization inspiring people to care 
for the environment by providing experi-
ences that lead them to understand their 
connection to the natural world.  
<www.naturecenter.org> 

Mary Ann’s Michigan Trees & Shrubs 
Mary Ann Menck, 28092 M-40 Hwy, 
 Paw Paw MI 49079. Ph. 269-628-2474.  
E-mail: mamenck@mei.net. “Grown to 
grow with YOU in MI.” Member MNPPA.
<maryannstrees.com> 

MCC Gardening Association 
Rebecca Gale-Gonzalez, 1401 East Court 
St. Flint, MI 48503. Ph. 810-762-0455. 
Fax: 810-762-0454. E-mail: rebecca.gale@
mcc.edu. Educating students and the com-
munity on basic horticultural practices and 
their benefits through lectures, volunteer 
projects and gardening related activities in 
and around the MCC campuses as well as 
in our community. 
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Michigan Wildflower Farm 
Esther Durnwald, 11770 Cutler Rd., 
Portland MI 48875. Ph. 517-647-6010. 
Fax: 616-647-6072. E-mail: wildflowers@
voyager.net. Producers of premium native 
Michigan wildflowers & grass seed. Con-
sulting and installing services available. 
Member MNPPA. <www.michiganwildflow-
erfarm.com> 

Missaukee Conservation District 
Sherry Blaszak, 6180 W. Sanborn Rd., Ste 
3, Lake City, MI 49651.  
Ph. 231-839-7193. Fax: 231-839-5411. E-
mail: sherry.blaszak@macd.org.  
Promoting the wise stewardship of natural 
resources through education, planning, 
and technical assistance.  
<www.missaukeecd.org> 

Native Connections 
Jerry Stewart, 17080 Hoshel Road, Three 
Rivers, MI 49093 Ph: (269) 580.4765  
Fax: (269) 273.1367 Email: jerry@native-
connections.net. Professional native plant 
establishment and “Seeding Specialists” 
with 15+ years experience. Michigan 
genotype grass seed, design, consulta-
tion, installation & management. Member 
MNPPA. <www.nativeconnections.net>

Nativescape Llc 
Chris Lehr, 10380 Clinton Rd. Manches-
ter, MI 48158. Ph. 517-456-9696. E-mail: 
info@nativescape.net. An ecological full-
service center from wetland mitigation to 
landscape design, instillation, and man-
agement. <www.nativescape.net> 

Nature & Nurture, Llc 
Erica Kempter & Mike Levine, 114 8th St., 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103. Ph. 734-929-0802 
E-mail: info@natureandnurture.org. Land 
stewardship, restoring and preserving bio-
diversity through native restoration, organic 
gardening practices and organic foods, 
and promoting community awareness. <www.
natureandnurture.org> 

Northern Wild Plant & Seed  
Cooperative
Wendy Wagoner, 2769 Ashmun St., Sault
Ste. Marie MI 49783. Ph. 906.635.1278 
E-mail: creekside@cedarville.net

Oak Prairie Farm
Jim Heinrich, W4 642 Hwy 33, Pardeville 
WI 53954. Family owned native seed and 
plant nursery raising local wild ecotype 
wildflowers, native grasses, sedges, 

rushes and ferns. Free catalog and free 
telephone consultation on projects.

Plantwise, Llc 
David Mindell, 224 Charles St. Ann Arbor, 
MI 48103. Ph. 734-665-7168. Fax: 734-
665-7168 E-mail: plantwise@aol.com. 
Creating, restoring, & interpreting native 
ecosystems and plant communities  
throughout Michigan and Ohio. 
<www.plantwiserestoration.com> 

R. Vix Kennedy, Inc. 
Robert Kennedy, 7362 High Hill Drive,  
Brighton, MI 48116. Ph. 810-231-3419. 
E-mail: mdrvki@ismi.net. Landscape 
design and consultation in all areas of 
horticulture & arboriculture. 

Sandhill Farm 
Cheryl S. Tolley, 11250 10 Mile Rd., 
Rockford, MI 49341. Ph. 616-691-8214 
Fax: 616-691-7872. E-mail: cherylt@iserv.
net. Licensed Michigan native plant dealer 
specializing in Michigan native forbes: 
woodland, wetland, and grasses. Member 
MNPPA. 

Saving Birds Thru Habitat 
Kay Charter, PO Box 288, Omena, MI 
49674. Ph. 231-271-3738. E-mail: 
bobolink3@prodigy.net. Introducing 
children to the fascinating aspects of our 
bird world, encouraging homeowners to 
return their yards to native plantings, and 
persuading businesses & property owners 
to maintain existing habitat. 
<www.savingbirds.org> 

Sorus Plants, Llc 
Laura Liebler, 3970 Red Hawk Lane, Ann 
Arbor MI 48103. Ph. 734-678-6685. Fax: 
734-665-2563. E-mail: info@sorusplants.
com. Hardy ferns adapted to Michigan’s 
northern climate. All plants are either prop-
agated from spores or rescued. Memeber 
MNPPA. <www.sorusplants.com> 

Spence Restoration Nursery 
Doug Spence, 2220 E. Fuson Rd.,  
Muncie, IN 47302. Ph. 765-282-7154. Fax: 
765-286-0264. E-mail: kevin@spencenurs-
ery.com. Resources and technology for the 
utilization of native plants. 
<www.spencenursery.com> 

Stonehouse Nursery 
Patty & Jay Steinhauser, 9319 Lauer Rd., 
Berrien Springs MI 49103.  
Ph. 269-471-2918. Fax: 269-471-3930. 
E-mail: sales@stonehousenursery.com. 

Family-owned wholesale grower with an 
emphasis on unique and unusual plant 
varieties. 

Truax Company, Inc. 
Jim Truax, 4300 Quebec Ave. N., New 
Hope MN 55428. Ph. 763-537-6639. Fax: 
763-537-8353. E-mail: truax@pclink.com. 
Manufacturers of native grass and wild-
flower seeding equipment. Customized 
grass and grain drills to meet your needs 
and site conditions.  
<www.truaxcomp.com> 

W.M.U. Landscape Services 
Chad Avery, Physical Plant Kalamazoo, MI 
49800. Ph. 269-387-8557. E-mail: chad.
avery@wmich.edu. 

Wayne County Extension 
Kristine Hahn, 5454 Venoy Road, Wayne, 
MI 48184. Ph. 734-721-6576. Fax:  
734-727-7233. E-mail: hahnk@ msu.edu. 
Research-based educational outreach in 
the areas of horticulture and natural 
resources. <www.msue.msu.edu/wayne> 

West Michigan Environmental Action 
Council 
Patricia Pennell, 1514 Wealthy SE, Ste.280  
Grand Rapids, MI 49506. Ph. 616-451-3051  
Fax: 616-451-3054. E-mail: patricia@ 
raingardens.org. A non-profit environmen-
tal advocacy and education organization 
committed to citizen empowerment and 
making a  difference for our environment. 
<www.wmeac.org> 

Wetlands Nursery 
Jewel Richardson, PO Box 14553, Sagi-
naw, MI 48601. Ph. 989-752-3492. Fax: 
989-752-3096. E-mail: JEWEL-RICHARD-
SON@ peoplepc.com. Michigan native 
wetlands plants and seed. Quality nursery 
grown native wetland plant species from 
Michigan genotypes. Member MNPPA. 

Wild Birds Unlimited
Rosann Kovalcik, 20485 Mack Avenue, 
Grosse Pointe Woods MI 48236.  
Ph. 313.881.1410, Fax. 313.881.2008

WILDTYPE Native Plant Nursery 
Bill Schneider, 900 N. Every Rd. Mason, 
MI 48854. Ph. 517-244-1140 Fax:  
517-244-1142. E-mail: wildtype@msu.edu. 
Michigan genotypes sold exclusively.  
Native trees, shrubs, grasses and wildflow-
ers typical of southern Michigan wood-
lands, wetlands and prairies. Ecological 
design and consulting services also avail-
able. Member MNPPA.

Business & Organization Member Directory



Your WAM membership expires on the date 
above your name. This is the only notice you 
will receive. IF IT’S TIME, PLEASE RENEW.
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c/o Jean Weirich • 3947 E. St. Joseph • Grand Ledge MI 48837

	 Membership Form:	 	 New	 	 Renew

Category:	 Household	 $  15.00	 _________

	 Business or Organization	 60.00	 _________

	 Life member (Household)	 400.00	 _________

Name  	______________________________________________________

Address	 ____________________________________________________

City	 _______________________________________________________

State	  ____________________   Zip 	 ______________________________

E-mail	 _____________________________________________________

Phone (day)	_____________________  (eve)	________________________

Please make check or money order payable to WAM 
and mail with this form to:

	 Wildflower Association of Michigan 
	 c/o Jean Weirich, Treasurer 
	 3947 E. St. Joseph Street 
	 Grand Ledge, MI 48837

The question before us is:
To continue mailing the newsletter or put it on 
our new Website (which will be online 9/1/07).

Due to increased costs of printing and mailing 
the newsletter, we will need to increase member-
ship dues. You can help keep membership costs 
the same by receiving your newsletter online.

E-mail your thoughts to our president at 
cherylt@iserv.net or send her a note at 
Cheryl Tolley 
11250 10 Mile Road 
Rockford, MI 49341

Thanks, your Board of Directors

	 Officers
President	 Cheryl S. Tolley
Vice President	 Esther Durnwald
Secretary	 Susan Baldyga-Grubb
Treasurer	 Jean Weirich

Board of Directors
Susan Baldyga-Grubb	 Robert Krueger, Ph.D.
Marvin Cooley		  Ray Rustem
Esther Durnwald	 Nancy C. Small
Darwyn Heme		  Cheryl S. Tolley
Chad Hughson		  Jean Weirich
Suzie Knoll		  Maryann Whitman

	   Past Presidents
Marjorie A. Fuller	 Larry R. Hill
Stephan Keto		  Kathleen Hilbert
Robert I. Welch		 Gerald Sosnowski
Louis F. Twardzik	 Dr. F. Glenn Goff

Directors Emeritus
Katherine Briggs	 Jewel Richardson
Marilyn Case			  Vern Stephens		
Kim Herman		  Patti Travioli
Patrick Judd		  Amy Sue Anne Yeip
Valerie Reed		

The quarterly meetings of the Board of Directors are usually 
in April, July, October, and January. For specific dates and times, 
contact VP Esther Durnwald by e-mail at wildflowers@voyager.
net or 517.647.6010.


